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TO THE 


[READER 


READER, 


d Hen Lawes cannot prevail, Authoris 
Ae © ty cannot ave, favours cannot ob- 
WOW (ie , reaſons cannot convince fome 
| perſons otherwiſe minded : Ttsour Laſt re: 
fuge to preſſe upon them their own words, that 
if they will not hear us , they may bear them» 
ſelves, hoping that they will be unwilling to be 
| of their number who ( as the Apoſile ſaith ) 
| Condemin themſelves : If cur hearts cone 
| dern us not God is oreater then our hearts, and 


know! th all things, Az Tix 


| 


, - *» 4 
Y 


Tothe Reader; 


Thes little Book hath cleared this great | 
Truth for the uſe of the preſent age, and poſteri. 
tle, ViZ. 

'T hat there is nothing impoſed by the A of 
Uniformity, but What hath been owned by My. | 
Perkins, Mr, Dod, M7, Ball, Mr. Baxter, | 
My. Vines, Mr. Jeakins, Cc. and Other 
NonC onſermilts that writ fince the Troubles at | 
Franckford, as appears by their on words, 
faithfully recited from their ſeveral Books and| 
Pages to the impartial; to whoſe reading the) 
following quoted places in the Autbors are Cot E 
mended, 


By your Old Friend, 


Re L. L 


at 

TL. 

of THE 

#/VISITATION, 

HE. 3 

'. | We: 

| Fy Long lookd for comes at laſt. 

mdi” _— 

the) Biſhop, Mr. Baxter. | 
R. Baxter, I pray tel 


m1! Biſhop. M 

, me ſeriouſly, Whahcr you 

| think in your Conſcience 
| that Miniſters ought not to ſubmit to an Act 
of Uniformity ? 
Mr. Baxter, x. We muſt obey both Dp. c. 
Magiſtrates and Paſtors in thoſe chings #m%n- 
that belong to their Office, 2. Itbe- $44, 
longs to their Office tocommandc the 
{Modes and Circumſtances of Worſhip, 
for eviding them therein God hath 
| E' A3 givcn 


4 3 

given them generall Rules. 3. We muſt] 

not take the lawfull Commands of ourf 

Superiour to be unlawful. 4. If we doſ 

through: weakneſſe or perverſneſſe take} 

Iawtu'l things to be unlawfull, that will) 

not excuſe us in our diſobedience. | 

' Biſhop. What do you think concerning af | 

Liturgy f | > t D 

' Mr. Baxter, My Lord, I haye proved | 

by ſeven or cight undeniable Argui| | 

2 1hid. p. men's, I. 2 That a ſtinted Liturgy is} « 

bP, a80 lawfull. 2. b That it is lawfullto uſe a | 

'* "Liturgy that: is not taken out of the 
BY 

Scriprure, as to the words, 3. Chriſt « 

hath not commanded in what words [! 

ſhill pray, whether impoſed by others] | 

or not ; whether with a Book, or a pre-| « 

conceived form or not : yet I am ſure} 1 

' he - hath commanded” obedience and} 1 

F F. 367 yeace. :4. © I think that a tinted Licur-| 1 

- 

: 


By in ſome parts of holy publick Ser- 
vice, is orciaarily neceſſary, 1. In read-; 
ing the Word; 2. In finging Pſalms] « 
. In Bapriſmy 4, In adminiftring the] « 
Lords Supper, $5, In bleſſing people in] 4 
the namic of the Lord z 6. In confcfling} « 
our faith and fins ia Marriage, Conhir4 1 
LG tx | mation 


) 
_—_ OY 


mation, Abſolution, Excommunicationz 
our 7. In Prayer. 5. 4 I. have > d P, 369- 
 dafl that a form of Prayer at ſome times may 
akef nor only be ſubmirted to, but be deſired, 
will} when the peace of the Church doth ac-+ 
cidentally require it and thathe is far 
77 41 from the temper of a Chriſtian, that ſets 
"| folight by the peace of the Church, that 
ved} he would not ufc a lawfull means for the 
gu:| procuring of it, when. Pas! would bc- 
/ is} come all things to all men to fave 
ſc 2 ſome. | 
the Biſhop. What deguu think (1 pray ) of 
rift! ow Litargy? 
dsl! /r. Baxter. For the Book of the Pt: 
xers) Common-Prayer, though I have read © 
re-| exceptions againſt divers paſſapes, I re- 
ure} membred not any thing that might not 
and} receive a good Conſtruction. it it were 
rur-) read with the ſame candour and allow. 
Ser-| arice we read the writings of other men, 
22d.) againſt which I hate to be peeviſhly 
ns;| quarrelſome 5 when God hath bleſſed 
the! this Church ſo wonderfully with a cav- 
e in| telous and a moderate Reformation, yer 
line! effeQuall, the more pitty ir is that the 
1hr4 very Modes of Worſhipand Difcipline 
jon As ſhould, 


uſt 


| 


ſhould-be the-maner of ſuch ſharp and 
© uncharitable difcords, which muſt one 
day prove the grief of thoſe that are 
found to be the cauſers of ir, and of the 
lufferings of the Church upon that} 
occaſion. | 
Biſhop. 1pray what doyou think of the 
Ceremonies of owr Church * 
Mr. Baxter. To deal plainly with 
*P. 359. you my Lord, <1 thiok fignificant Ce-| 
remonies are lawtull, as the Surpliſſe, | 
| and fign of the Croſle, as a profeſling | 
P. 40s, - nal ation, ſtanding at the Creed, and | 
adoring with their faces towards the 
Eaſt, which were uſed by the Primitive * 
Chriſtians as gnifications of their | 
minds, inſtead of words in all which © 
caſes its no Ulurpation or Diminution / 
co the word, of Inſtitution of man, thus / 
to determine : Tt is but an obcying of | 
Gods commands, for my part I did 
obcy the impoſers of ſuch Ceremonies, | 
and would do it if it were to do again, / 
<> rather then diſtarbe 'the' peace of the 
) Church, and be deprived of its Come ! 
munion, : 0 


Biſhop, De us think really between | 
God | 4 


——_—_— 


— 


\ 


E 


. : 
aa. | 


God ayd your own Conſcience, that the 
Scripture hath provided ſo exadtly fer alt 
circumRances in Wor ſhip, that there is nd« 
thing lefs for Superiors to impoſe * 

Mr. Baxter, No, Becauſe Chriſts Law 
is an Univerſal Law for all Ages and 
Countrics, but theſe circumſtances can- 
not be of an Univerſal determination : 
For example ; God hath commanded 
us to read the word, gc. which muſt 
neceſſarily be done in ſome time and 
place, geſture and number of words, but 
he hath no: commanded what day, what 
hour, what Chapter, &c. — Theſe Dibe: 
things belonging to Supertors to pre» 
{cribe, for common union and concord 
amongſt men. 

Biſhop. 1 pray what think you will be the 
iſſue of mens diſobedience to ſuch lawful 
things impoſed ? 

Mr. Baxter. Hereby the Members of Diſs 15id4 
the Church will be inyolved in Comen- 
tions, and fo engaged 1n bitter unchari- 
eableneſſe and cenfures, with Perlecuti- 
ons and Reproaches one of another z 
which ſcandalous courſes will nouriſh 
Vice, diſhonour God, rejoyce the Ene- 
| mics, 


f Apperr, 
Evil, p- 
3+ 


nies, Prieve. the Godly chat are peace- 
able and judicious,and wound the Con. 
ſciences of the Contenders : We ſee 
the beginnings of ſuch fires are ſmal), 
but whither they will tend, and what 
will be the iſſue of them, I know rot. 

Biſhop. Whom ao 1 ſee behind you Mr. 
Baxtcr ? 

Mr. Baxter. Mr. Jcanes., 

Biſhop. Mr. Jcanes, yow are aperſon ! 
knew not whether more eminent for your 
parts, or your oppoſition to the Church : 
What are your thowughts of the thing 5 now in 
controver fie? 

Mr. Feanes. [ have expreſſed wy ſelf, 
f That the Church may be ſecure and 


regardleſſe of any Calumnies, and ' 
groundlcfle Exceptions againſt it ; for: 


there hath been ſo much ſpoken and 


53> Written concerning this ſubje&, as that 


the pretence of weakneſle is quite taken 


away from thoſe that are capable of in- 


formation, 
Biſhop. I mnff confeſſe 1 have allwayes 
thought, that if the Ancient Martyrs and 


Confeſſers were raiſed from their graves, 
they wauld all ſubmit to an af of Ynifer- 


mit) c 


pu ck. Cot. Boas _ 


, 
» 
' 


CD W SF # | 


wity + 1 pray here what they ” 


x. Peter M4, If we hold on in diſwa- 
ding from theſe indifferent things, we 
condemn withall very many Churches, 
which have received the Goſpell, and 


| , blame bitterly innutnerable, who were 


14m + ia. EK. =—_Y > 


KH 
4\ | ( 
| 
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. formerly counted worthy of all praiſe. 


2. Bezs, Exhorteth the Nog: Con- 
formiſts in Queen FliFabeths time, that 
laying aſide all bitterneſſe of Spirit, as 
long as the truth of Doarine, and purity 
of Conſcience was ſafe, they would bear 
one another with patience, and obey the 
Queens moſt Gratious Majeſty and all 
her Prelates heartily ; The things you 
contend for are not of ſo great moment. 

3. Zanchy, I ſpeak my Conſcience 
ſayth he before God, that I can take 
them for no other then Schiſmaticks. 
that will not ſubmit toan Hierarchy, as 
it is eſtabliſhed in England. 

4+ 24. Bucer, Therefore ſaith he, I 
defire and beſeech you by the Croffe of 
the Son of God, by the Salvation of the 


Churches, which are all this day over- 


whelmed with Calamities, by the'deft- 
red content that we ſhould deſire: to 
raign 


_ jen in all Churches, by the peace thar 


raipn 1 
Ir Chriſt Jeſus : Again, I defire and 
beſcech you, that you do nothing raſhly 
in the buſineſſe of Ceremonies: 

5. Peter M. Tf he were alive, he would 
adviſe youto take heed,lcaſt thoſe things 
of lefſe importance by our trite, may be . 
the means that thoſe things which 
ſhould be eſteemed of greater force and 
value, either cannot at all be broughe , | 
into the Church, citherif they be once 
brought in, cannot be eſtabliſhed with 
continuance. 

6, 24. Hilder, If M. Hilderſhamlived, 
how powerfully would he perſwade : 

| men, as he doth on 51, Pſ. let. 35.ro | 

| ſatisfic weak Chriſtians about rhe Sur- * | 
pliſsand Croflc, and to keep them from + 
laving the aſſemblies therefore. 

7. M4. Baines, How earneſtly would 
holy Af. Baines adviſe, that whoſoever 
lycth not in our power to reform, it ſhall 

. be our zeal and piety to tolerate and pa- 
ticatly bear. | ; 

Biſhop, M. Baxter. How much private | 
advantage wonld you part with for publick 
good © 


Baxter, | 


wan > 


4 AC. i4.e-.o.s 


fumbled at ſome Ceremonies , inreſpet? of 


on 


Much 4 de about wothing. 9. 


- Baxter, Truly the commands of the 
Magiſtrate, the Unity of the Church, 
and the ayoiding of contentions and of- 
fences and other evils, are a ſufficient 
warrant rome to obey in inconvenient P. 487; 
Circumſtantials of Gods worſhip, that 
otherwiſe could nor be juſtificd. 

Biſhop. So the Mariyr 5 Hooper, who : mk 


the publick profit of the Church ſi 
zo them, 

Biſhop, M. Brinſley. Tow are well. 
come, I pray what think you of the Contro- 
verſes that Dex owr Church? 

Brinſley. Some arc ſo wedded to 
their own wills, as to take up reſolutions Diſcar 
befdre hand, in caſe their opinions be £9 
medled with, or their wayes be touched ,, 15. 
upon though never ſo tenderly ; Yet 
they will come no more at the publick 
Ordinance, ar leaſt to hear ſuch a Mini- 
fterz This is hut too clear an evidence 
that they are but too willing tobe de- 
ceived. | 

My Lord, men ſhould take heed how 
they before hand take up reſolutions, 
 whethes 


tied 


_ £o Ex wet) Or, | 


x 


whether of oppoſing or not obeying ; 
Schiſme, Take we heed then how we- entertain 3- 
> 19, ny thoughts that way, but rather pre- 
pare our Ears and Hearts to hear what 

| -_ Lord will-ſay to us by -Superiors or- 
gained over ys by him,  Now'l would 
prayſcall, my Brerhren, if chey wovld 
' xemember x9 kecp the Ordinances deli- 

; yered uoto chem, ty.) 

| « Wevld you own our Unifermity, 
Mr. Bond ? 
| Bond. Yes, forl obſcrye how Chriſt 

| ſubmitred torthe Uniformity of worſhip 
WS. quanta " che Jews? Therebor | 
m«T may very w «Ko 40 Uniformi- , 
vatkns ty eſtabliſhed among. Chriſtians. . | 
” Biſhop. I pray Mr. Ball, what ſay you | 


#4 the differences wow 8n foot ? | 
Ball, Its trpe, - xs faid to the delpa- | 
Ageinſs  rapement af the Liturgy that it is taken 
Con-?- &: ur of the Maſle-book: but alas ! many 
p. 9, Precious tiuths may be raken out thence | 
as pearls. may be takenopr of a dunghill, | 
xcally there are ſuch things in the Com- 
mon-prayer,ſuch doQtines there taught, | 
. and ſuch praRilcs there enjoyned that 
are ſo dxealy contrary to the Mafle- 
book, 


| chols, wile now fo 


other Prayer 


Much s de chomt uathing; 


book, that both canaor ſtand rogether 7 


Moſt thivgs in the Liturgy of our 
Church, were inthe ancient Lamgyes 


before the 'Maffe was heard. of , Ithink 

| we can prove the Religion and Worſhip © 
ofthe Church of England, with ſuch uv- 

| deniable arguments, as the gateSof Hell 

' ſhall not be able to preyail againſt. 


Biſhop. What ſay you M. Jofiah Ni- 
[7 = 10 that which 


fuſcdinthe univerſu 


yurefs 


IL 


oh0ls. 1. Tat? fs the: Book Pleap.to 


| of Ca and no other form, 


unleſs ſometimes upon extraordinary 
occafion by public. A Authority , ſome 
Gpned, 

- 3. Efubſcribe willingly to the Book 
of Agticles, accordiog tothe Statute. 

"Biſhop. - Ds 500 Mr. Randall own 4vy 
Church power, for impoſing Ceremonies ? 
Randall. | have inthe 131. p, ob my 
Church, proved by Scripture ond unde- 


aldble- Arguments that every particulac 


viſible Church hath power from :God, 

toordain ſome outward Ritesand Cere- 

monies, for the outward carriage of 

Gods worſhip, ie 
2. 


12 


Randal! 
Church, 
þ- 148, 


Ibid. 


Ihid, 


\ Ex bretuo: Org" 
- .2, If we live 10 a Church': where 
ſuch things aje-. ordained:'; : which 
are fimply unlawfull :: we. muy: rake 
heed that we- reſiſt not this Power ; 


or' the things-ithaereby ordained, 


We ought to biidle: that . diſlike and 
refuſall of things -impoted-,.., which ' 
we are by Nature too much incli+ 
- 3+ That which muſt ovyet-rule the | 
Conſciencein the ſubſtance. of worſhip | 
isthe Law of :Go8'; Thar which. mu 
over-rule jt in Circumſtances of- wor. | 
ſhip is the Law of Supcriors:.:.. -' 
4. Take we ſuch a courſe, whereby |} 

we may obey the Magiſtrate and the' | 
Church, and yet not offend the weak ; 
This is Wiſdome, yet rather obey the 
Magiſtrate, though with offence "For | 
here diſobedicnce is the greater fin, and | 
ſo takes away the fin of offending the 
weak} and indeed in this caſe I dono { 
offerce, becauſe my hands are bound, 
and I have no liberty to do otherwiſe. - 
Biſhop. Try Mr. Randall 7 am glad 

80 hear thus much from you, being informed. 
Jhat you diſliked our Ceremonies and Imp0- 
; | firions, 


Much a do about nothing. 


'E | fitrons, and that you were ready to depart 
h | from our Church upon. that account. 
e Randal, Really my own opinion, 
z | and my advice to others hath been 
7 this, 1. That we muſt reſolve to bar 
d with a great deal, rather than make a 
h 'J* rent; for Schiſm is a-greart fin, 2. 
Il} | Thar we ſhould ſuffcr eur (elves to be 
{ over-born in chings indifferent, by the 
ie | Authoricy of the Church, ll we are 
P able to prove them fimply unlawful, 
{ 6r to prove that there 1s a greater 
r- } ſcandal inthe uſe of them, than in 
diſobeying the Voyce of the Cl:urc'1 , 
y 4 orofthe Clriſtian Magiſtrate : For 
ie | <I know thar itisa {in to dijobcy the 
5 {| Chriſtian Magiſtrate, except char I 
he | know that Goa commands tlie contra- 
or | ry. Inthings indiffcrent I do but fea» 3 
nd } and ſhall I run 1wioa kiown fin, be- 
he | caule that ] would ayoid a fin only 
10 {| fcarcd > 
d, Biſhop. Goed Dr. I am glad to ſee 
you; Thope you will not land out agatnst, 
ad | b:»ful Authority, 


ed | Dr. Gouge, 1, We are to allow the com. 
0- | Magiliratc power to govern the %*: 


Wy B Church** ©: 


] 
\ 


14 ; * ore t#u0: 0/5) 
.* Churchaccording to his own Conſci- 
ence, and toobey him in things nor! 
forbidden,for Conſcience fake, 
1bid, 2. As for Conformity : Ifrhe ſpi- 
__ ritof the Ruler by Laws be ſtirred up 
againit us, or our opinions , We ought 
z70t to leave our places, Eccl. 10, 4, 


Ibid, Ler us lay afide our opinions, and 


patiently bear the private diſgrace of 
Conformity from ſome cenſorious 
ones , rarher than ſuffer our ſelves wo 
, bc jaid aſide from the work of the Mi- 
niſtry , and thereby hinder the pub- 
lick profit , and benefit, which rhe 
Ciurchoft God might receive by us. 


Biſhop, whom do I ſee behind you 2. 


 methinks tt is Dr, Preſton. 
 Gouge, Iris he wy Lord. 
Biſhop. Dr. Preſton, Tour judgement 
P25 deſertedly Talued, and praftice exattly 
obſerved : I pray what do you intend in 
reference to the Aniformity impoſed tn mat- 
ter of worſhip? 
 Preſioz, Ace Form may be uſed? 
46rizgem, Chrift preſcribed a Form certain 


the Churches there have been ſer 
* * ra « . "Yi © . - Forms 


p.437 Pſalmsare Prayers, andall along in. 


| _ | 

Mach a ds about nothing,” -. 18 

Forms: uſed, . 1 have ſubmitted and 

will (ſubmit, ES 054 by, ASE ab | 

© Biſhop. Be there'4ny more.at Door i '  ©* | 

Meſſenger, Here 15 Mr. Dod y Mrs © © | 

Cleaver, Harris, and Mr, wheatley, .; 
Biſhop, Mr. Dod, - wil you ſubſcrite ? 
Dod, TI have for Peace, Order, ang} | 

Conſcience ſake, always ſybmixted #* Life ; 

my own-private judgement to th& pub: 

lick determination of Authority , an 

things indifferent, | 

- Dr. Harris, what ſy you > 

- Harris, 1, Theſe things need not 

be impoſed ; but when they are impo- *# 

2, | 1cd,they mult needs be entertained... 

2, I have always thought that a 

peaceable Cliriſtian might. comply £fe «#4 | 

2 | with any Government and Order of-"1" 

ly | fered fince the Reformation, by 

N Bithop, . what ſay yow good Mr, - 

- | Wheatley > 0% 

wheathy. The Authority ordatned 

|? | over men of God, may,put my. body in 

in | what Poſturcand Cloaths they pleaſe; -... 

in. | Ir ſhall be my care ro frame my foul;;,us, 

er [andcloath that, 


y oo Sa iS Bo on ace 


BY Aſeger, 


36 Ex ore tu: Or, 

Meſſenger. Mr. Vines is come. 
Biſhop, Mr. Vines, [ hope we ſhall not 
loſe you, and your party : what ſay you ? 

Sarrament Denes, Moſt of the Ceremonies of 
$5-P-* our Church are ancient and innocent x 
the Government of ut primitive. 

\ 2, Iremember we are tn fece Romu- 
HL, and wien we cannot have witac we 
will, we muſt deny our ſclves ſo far, 
as to will what'we have; This is nor 
& ſtace of perieQion, But I gave ſatis- 
faction in this point to His late Mije- 
ſty ar the Iſlz of right. 


 Pevil! *'© The London Miniſters attend, 


Biſhop.” ' Let them come #n ----- Mr, 

Caryl, what do youtnternd to do > = 

Caryl.” Thus ſaith” the Lord; Stand in 

the ways, ask for the old way , which is the 

good way , and you ſhall f111d veſt to your 

«8s, The antient "Cuſtoms of rhe 
Chvrch, not contrary to the Scripture, 

I* 1 33: may b- allowed of ; the antient Rule 
of il.e Scripture muſt, ' 
Biſhop, Mr. Venning, How 7s :t that 

Mill, you gaV? over doing awd in the C burch > 


Hony, a Venuing. A man ſhould not omir- 


145+ Crodogiod when he hath; nor commir 


evil though LE have an opportunity to 


/ 


Mach a do about nothing \ .../ 


doit, 2. Moſt men have a gaod opi- 


nion of their own opinion, though 
cheir opinion be not good, 

3. * A. Chriſtian- needs walk cir- 
 cumſpeRly., /Teſt he give them that 


| ©are without an occaſionto offend,or 


<rothem that are within 4n occation 
£ of offence, fa 


4. © Ir is to be feared,that they who ate 
© turn their backs upon the Ordinances _ 
cof God; will at laſt turn their backs 


t upon the God of Ordina:ices. | 
Biſhop; Mr. Brooks, will you leave 
the Minit 7 Þ a 


17 


t $ouls doth conſtrain me : as. rBete js Pref<ces 


tan attraQive, ſo there is a compulſive £7 
cyirtue in divine love, love to Chriſt 


© and Souls will makea man willing 
C ſpend and be ſpent 5 Solus amor nalfeit 
© difficultates ; He that prays hitmſelf 
©rodeath; he that: preacheth hmnfelf 
© todeath z he thar ſtudicrh humfelfro 
© death for the good of Souls, ſhall þe 


*nolofer in the latter end. 


| Biſhop. I bepe he that car preath bii< 


ſelf ro death for poor Souls ſake, may y-e9c 


B 3 binſelf 


#. 


ty” .* | 


Q 
q Y 


\ . Brooks, © The love of Chriſt and Of Brooks * 


= Ex ore tuo: Oy, 
i bimſelfto' order, peace, and obedience, for 
—_— wo. 


"Ta 


EC” 
Rt. Att Vo ————_— 


—— 


Biſhop. Mr. "FINES MAR You. are 4 
—_— Whaj ave Your thoughts of theſe 
efjars..* 

Burroughs, 1. Much may be allow- 
Ire; ed to the ſupreme Authority , for 
P. 5% Peace and Orders {ake. 

73. oft Much may be allowed to one an- 
w_— for unanimity and agement. 


= 


XY S 
« 0 NL 


_— 


SECT. I. 
2&0 oncerning the Coveitane: 


OT Call Nies in: ---- Nie, What 
diink you rof the Corenant > 
"—— _ (5 $Ir is fuch-an Oath as for mat- 
wi-b Nar-C- *xer, rfons, and other circutnſtances, 
= like bath nor: been in any dge we 
TIO aivþ in mth ſacred or humane ſio- 
Cxie$;. 7: -':: 
Biſhop. Do you think that the Covenant | 
Pas (analy empeſed? 


ITY BO | SF Nie; 


ce 


F Ll 


\c the nature of it, to endeavour the al- 


« ment, 


 'Muth a do about nothing T9 
_ »Nie. ©I pray wy Lord hear the, righs 
c Parliament, Car, 3, 
Long Parliament, «Whereas many of 
© the people of this Realm iave had 
& an Oath impoſed upon them, not 
« warramable by the Laws and Sta- 


' E£tuces of this Realm ; We humbly 


&« pray, That no man may hereafter be 
«compelled to take ſuch an Oath, as 
© our right and liberty , according to 
«the Statutes of this Realm, 


* , Biſhop, Is any man obliged by this Ca- 


Tenant to alter the conftiuution of the Go- 
vernment ? | 
Ar. Pym.< As it is a crime odious in, 
Speech 
. ainſt . | 
©teration of the Government of theE, $Straf; 
© State; ſo 1t 1s odious in the judgment Y 
©and eſtimation of the Law : to alter Mn 
the ſerled frame .and conſtitution of via, 
©the Government is treaſon in-any 
© State. gee 
_ Long Parlambnt. It is malignancy - 
© to infuſe into the people, that we. | 
« mean to aboliſh Church-Govern- a- Dees 
Biſhop, Do you think Mir, Perkins, that 
| godly 


, oft - 
[ HIS ow be Fo Rs 
FEE -<S-£ 


X 0retus: Or, 


- go"lly and reverend man, and great Caſu- 


zft , would renounce the Covenant ? Let us 
bear b:m, 

Perkins. I would renounce any Oath 
that contradidts the Law of the Land , 
uſurps the Magiſtrates power , takes 
away the Liberty ofthe SubjeR , and 
ſo is conwrary to the word of God, 

2, I would renounce any Oath which 
is made againſt the wholeſome Laws 
of Government : becauſe every fot! 
ought to be {ubjx& to the higher 
POWCTS, Rom, 13, 

- 3. An.Oath made by perſons under 
tuition , who have not power to bind 
ehemſeclyes, obligeth not; and we are | 
not cur own, Numb. 30. 3. 

4. Ile renounce an Oath that bindeth 


 merothac which is not in my power z 


yea if at firſt it were lawful, and atter 
by ſome means becomes either impoſ- 
ible, or unjawftul ; when it becomerh 
impoſſible, then we may think that 
God himſclt hath from Heaven freed 
us form chat Oath, 15 


Concerning 


\ 


\ 


Much 8 do ahout nothing. 21 


SECT, 11). 
Concerning Reſiſting the King) 


Biſhop, Gentlemen , Are you willing 
to declare it unlawful to raiſe Armes againſt 
the King upen any pretence 2 | 
Miniſters of London; We are re- 
ſolved , cither chearfully to obey , or 
patiently to ſubmit, 
Biſhop. what [ay you Mr Bates > 908 
Bates, A Patience and Mecknefs iS}, zo, | 
the Crown of our Religion. : 
DIP. what ſay you Mr, Jacomb ? 
Jacomb, * Nobis obſequit gloria reliF8 
ce; Our glory is toobey. Sermon | 
«Religion was planted by obedi- *7 2% 
© ence, by that ir is continued, 
Biſhop. what ſay you Mr, Mcriton 2 Sermey 
Meriton, © Curſe not the King in thy 1% 3% 
© heart , for @ Bird of the Air will tell the 
6 matter. | 
Biſhop. what (ay you Mr, Ley > 
Ley. <It 15a common fcandal rai- 
* ſed upon our profeſſion, as if it were 
incontitient 


60, 
Feb, 17, 


25 Ex ore tuo : Or, © 
Sermon © inconſiſtent with Government ; as 
—-—M cone pretends , Whereas none can 
60, * ©havea morereal allegiance, and fin- 
©cere obedience than good Chriſtians, 
Biſhop, Mr, Jenkins, There are 
firange things reported concerning your 
Prencoples, tn; referenite to the preſent Go- 
vernment. 
Fenkins, Ir's true my Lord, I teach 


©a liberty, butnot ſuchas may bean 


Jude vg, © cation of the fleſh, or acloak of 
v.11, &, © Maliciouſneſs : nor indeed', is any 
” thing further from truth, chan thar 

© becauſe of Chriſtian liberty, men 


© ſhould not be ſubje& to the Civil 


© power, 

Biſhop. Do you think a man may under 

#ny pretence reſift the lawful power ? | 
Jenkins, © No: for 1. Itisa fin a- 


Jude v.$. , oainſt Gods Ordinance, Prov. 8. 15, 


Pe 278 £ 2, Its againſt che publick welfare. 


© They: that are: weary of Mapiſtrates . 


are weary of-all 'the 'comforts and 


c bleſſings of peace, 3. Its againft our 


© own happineſs, ' Az evil may ſecketh 
© only rebellion, therefore an &vil meſſenger 
* hy fear og We; Earle 10.0." 

Om : 0@ 


7 


Mauch a de alout pothing, 23 
<do not remember that God ſuffered 
© any godly man, to put another.ourof 
© Government , Or. to put himſclt in,p. 300; 
© Good men will notbe bad SubjeRs , 
« neither can evil men be. good. Sub- 


« jets. Fear thou Ged and the King, and*' 


V, 172, 


084 


"© meddle not with them that are given to 


© change, their calamity ſhall come ſudden. 
© ty, 42d who knoweth the rutpe of thews both? 

Mr. Marton. 

Biſhop. Mr. Manton , will not you 
ſubſor1be, that it is unlawful to reſiſt WAu- 
thortty under any pretence 2 7 

Mai.ton. © By all means; let us obey Jude $1 
* every Ordinance of man for the Lords,, z55, 
© ſake, The publick welfare is concern- 
©cd inour Obedience & Religiontoo, 
© both. which ſhould be very dear: to 
< thoſe.thar fear,,Gqd, Better bear any 
© Inconvenience than bath the:;Country 
© in warr. and blaod, DUES Ph 

Biſhop. whercecomes it that menveſst 
the Maziſtraty > .._ 3s 

Mantea., *Vain man would-be freey, 345; 
and yoakleſs, neither would het have 


+ © his heart ſubje& tra God,nor his'aQi- 


- 9n5 tO Mans egylure; Some met will 
© nox 


Ex ore tuo: Or, 
© not have their Conſciences ſtand in 
eche way of their luſt , nor the Ma- 
© viſtrate in the way of their ſin, but 
every Chriſtian defires to live under 
e- 346 rhe Magiſtrate peaceable and quier 
<lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty, 


_=—_—_— 


SBCT, IV. 


Concerning Subſcription to the Book of 
Ordaining Priefts aid Deacons, 


Biſhop, what think you Gentlemen of 
ſubſcribing to that Book of Ordination > | 
MriBall, < Ve may ſubſctibe ro the 
Mfr. Ball* Ordaining of Miniſters 5 which are 
goaf © effentiall - allowed by Gods word, 
. 89, 90, © though as to fone circumſtantial or- 
© der, whereby in this;or char (ociery, 
__ © the Miniſter is toexecute that funRi- 
©on he hath received from God ; he is 
© not expreſly allowed of in the wotd 
© of God. » 4:  . 
2, ©Ifthey be not lawful Miniſters 
£ whg receive their Ordinetion from | 
1 > —_. 


Aly 


Muth a do about nothing. 25 
£ Biſhops,the Church throughout the Mr. Ball 
©world hath beendeſtirure of a lawful,” g 
© Miniſter this 1500, or 1600, years, 
Biſhop, mhat (ay yew Mr, Baxtcr to 
= 
Baxter, © Soeminent in Gods graces 
| and gitrs were the Biſhops, thar their 

© names will be precious whilſt Chriſt 
©hath 1n Exglang a Reicrmed Church, 
2, © Our Jepel, our #ſher, our Date- 
* zant hath done {o much againſt thEBarrer 
« koman Uſurpers, that chey will not PP, 
©be able ro claw ir off them to thelaſt. Govern- 
© Moreover, who knoweth not 2 that mew. p.4 
© molt of the godly able Miniſters of ,,, 
Q* England, fince the Reformation, did 
< juige Epiſcopacy,ſome of them law- 
© jul, and ſome of them molt fir ( for 
© the Nan-confortmilſts were but few ) 
cand that before theſe late troubles 
© and watrrs, (7c, the moſt through the 
©Land did ſubſcribe ar conform to 
© Epiſcopal Government,as a thing not 
© contrary to the word of God; {othat 
c jt 15 very evident, that it is very CON- Baxrer 
| *fiſtent with 2 godly life, ro judge Piſp. bi 
{ Epiſcopacy lawjul and juſt, or clſe 
| | | © WC 


P—_— — 


56 


\"Exore tw: Or, 


'<we ſhould not have had fo many 


< learned and godly men of thar 
« mind, 


++ Biſhop. Gentlemen, ' I am very glad to 


Fp., ad 

Proteft, 
Scldcn 
Not , in 
Entychs 


9f Tole- 


ſee and hear ſs unanimous a conſent to the 


ſeveral parts of the AF of Vniformity, I am 


told Mr, Calvin bimfelf would conform, 

- -Catum, ©1 pray let there be one 
© Formot Praycr, andof Eccleſiaſtical 
cRites, from which it may not ve lawful 
C for the Paſtors 11: thit) funthita to depart, 
© Thar 1. thereby proviſion might be 
© made for the {implicity of ſome, 


©2, That the conſent the Churches, 
& haveamongtt themſelves may more . 


< evidently appear, 3. That the extra- 
© vagant Levity of ſome that affect no- 
©velties may be prevented. 

Biſhop. Notwithanding all this , 
there be ſome tender Conſciences that can= 
zot ſubmit to Authority, what ſhall we do 
with theſe > 


Mr. Edwards, ©Its againſt the Con- 


rat, {, x, © ſcience of the Magiſtrate to tolerate 


- Cormon 


beforePar- 


Lament, 


c the erroneous Coplcience of che Sub= 
c ject. 


© mination 


Mr, Caſe, © A toleration is the abo- 


Wach a do about nothing 27 
© mination that makes deſolate, R 
Mr. Nalton, « Tolcration is 1ntole- n_ at 
c rable. mn 


Mr. Manton, © Believe not Seducers, Jude, 
© when they come in ſheeps cloathing, itf: 4*31 
« js but that they may get the power to* ® 
© play the Wolves the better 5 And 


']'* when Libertines increaſe, letthe Ma- 


© oiftrates look about them, There are 
© clouds gathering togerher towards 4 
© diſmal ffiorm, and though they ſeem 
© to be meek, and full of love , while 
© their party is contemptibe, yet when 
© they grow conſiderable, they appear aj, Man- 
© 1n their colours, TON ON 
« Many fear a ſecond deluge of An- J& 493; 
\ ti-Chriſtianiſm, bur thar 1s not fo 
* probable as the ſedirious InſurreAti- 
© on of Sectaries, The perilous times, My. Man- 
© 2 Tim, 3, are not from the Anti- 2 id, 
* Chriſtian, or Popiſh party, ſo-much 
*as from the Libertincs, who are 
© heady, high-minded, tyayterous,@c, 
© Qur danger 1s nor ftom aPopiſh par- 
© ry, tharcarrieth things on by power 
©and greatneſs ,, ſo mugh as rom a 
© party that creeps unto houſes 5 and 
| < leads 


— 


— 


Phi). 2. 
I, 3, Zo 


&\ 


| if 


n «a « * 
% - * 
& _ 
- 


© ' Exoretwe: Or, 
© leads captive-filly women, having a 
© form of godlineſs, . and denying the 
© power thereof, © 

Biſhop, Beloved , If there be any conſo- 
lation in Chrift , if there be any comfort of 
love, if anyfellowſhip of the Spirit , 'if any 
bowels and mercy, fullfil ye my joy, that ye | 
be like minded, having the ſame 1. ', betng 
of one accord, of one mind. 

Let nothing be dene through ſtrife and 

vainglary, Amen, 


oe yp 
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